


Ms. Leslie Burg , Chai r 
Community Preservation Committee 
Newton City Hall 
Newton, Massachusetts 

Dear Leslie , 

Susan D. Abele 
23 Russell Court 

Newlon, MA 02460 

Received 13 March 2012 

It has been my great privilege to do research on {hc Civil War monument in the Newton 
Cemetery in preparatio n for thc CPA proposal for thc Civil War Mo nument Restoratio n Project. 

In response to a question as 10 whether we could confirm city ownership of the lot, I found a 
deed in the City Arch ives , which provides unequi vocal proof of ownership. That thc deed was preserved 
also reinforces thc hi gh value that we should place on our city's archives. 

The descri plion on the document , quoted bel ow, confirms ownership as well thc deepl y felt duty and 
responsibility felt by the citi zens of NeWlon in 1864. 

Deed of Lot for a Monument 
For Newton soldie rs who lost their lives to save 

American Freedom . 
Newton Cemetery Corporation to 

Town of Newtoll 
February 12, 1864 

A compelling .adju nct to this deed is a resolutio n in the selectmen 's minutes that same year, which 
authori zes money fo r a history of Newto n to be written so Ihat town's contributions to the war effort would 
be thoroughly reported. The History of Newt Oil, by Samuel Francis Smith , became a very lengthy work and 
was not published unti l 1880, but it fulfi lls the goals of the selectmen 's appropriation. 

The imperative to create and maintain the Monument is clear , and there shou ld be no 
question as to the City's responsibility 10 honor that effo rt. 

Sincerel y, 

S usan O. Abe le 
Archi vist 
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